MBA 545: Global Financial Management          

College of Business Administration, University of Detroit Mercy   

3 weekends, Winter 2006

Instructor: Suk Kim   

Office Hours:  W: 11:00-3:30; S: 11:00-12:50 and 5-5:30 

                         Other days: appointments only

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Course information: 


Location of classroom: CF 208

   
Credit hours: 3


Days and time: F: 5:30-9:30

                                     S: 8:00-5:00

Contact Information: 


Office: CF 244 

Voice mail: (313) 993-1264

            Email: kimsuk@udmercy.edu

FAX: (313) 993-1673

            Website: http://kimsuk.faculty.udmercy.edu

Prerequisites: MBA 518: Financial Management. 

Text: Kim and Kim, Global Corporate Finance, 6th ed., Malden, Mass.: Blackwell Publishing Professional, 2006.

Course Objectives: The primary objective of a multinational company (MNC) is to maximize stockholder wealth on a global basis. To attain this goal, the MNC must perform three major functions: financial planning and control, the efficient allocation of funds (financing) on a global basis, and the acquisition of funds (investment) on a global basis. The basic purpose of this course is to help the student understand these three functions through the following four topics of international finance: (1) supportive tools (Chapters 1-10), (2) financing international transactions (Chapters 10-14), (3) asset management (Chapters 15-19), and (4) reporting and controlling (Chapters 20).

Instructional Methods: This course will attempt to bridge the gap between theory and practice through lectures by the instructor, case analyses, and video watching. The student is expected to carefully read and study the assigned portions of the text before each meeting. 
MBA Program Themes and Components: This course is designed to address all four MBA themes: awareness of and responsibility to self and others (A), organization creation and development (B), global competitiveness (C), and emerging business challenges (D). This course attempts to reinforce Theme A by challenging students to learn how to maximize the MNC's stockholder wealth in socially responsible ways. This course supports Theme B by group projects, such as case analyses and problem solving. This course addresses Theme C because the purpose of the entire course is designed to help students learn how to enhance global competitiveness for MNCs. This course covers Theme D through a variety of emerging business topics, such as currency derivatives and emerging markets.   

Methodology:  Because we will meet only three weekends for this course, the instructor will use a variety of approaches to make it less stressful: lectures by the instructor, group projects, guest speakers, student presentation on less technical chapters, and video watching. 

Grading:   The course grade will depend on mid-term (35%), final (35%), and assignments (30%). Assignments include class attendance, chapter presentation, in-class case analyses, class participation, video summaries, and other assignments. Both mid-term and final exams will consist of problems and essay questions. Both exams will be open note tests, but students will have to use their own notes.  The grading scale is as follows: 94 for A, 90 for A-, 86 for B+, 82 for B, 78 for B-, 60 for C, and 59 or below for F.  

Reading Assignments

Pre-class assignment: Please read chapters 1, 2, 5, 9 and 10. If you have tight schedule in April, I suggest you will prepare your own notes on the first few chapters before the class starts on April 7.   

Date                  Reading Assignments                         
1st Friday      
Chapters 1 and 2 

1st Saturday     
Chapters 5 and 9  



Problems 5-5, 9-2, and 9-3

Case Problem 1: What Is a National Company?

 2nd Friday
Chapters 10 and 11



Case Problem 5: The Big Mac Hamburger Standard



Problems 10-1 and 10-2

 2nd Saturday
Chapter 12  

Mid-term (covers Chapters 1, 2, 5, 9, 10, and 11)

3rd Friday
Chapters 13 and 14 

Case Problem 11: The Rise and Fall of the US Stock Market?

3rd Saturday    Chapters 16, 18, and 19

 
Problems 16-1, 17-4, 19-4, and 19-5

                Final Exam (covers Chapters 12, 13, 14, 16, 18, and 19).

Dear Students Who Enrolled in MBA 545:

Thank you for signing up for MBA 545 with me, which runs from April 7 to April 29. Enclosed you will find my lecture notes and course outline. Because this course meets only for three weekends, it is essential for you to do a lot of reading before the class begins on April 7.  First of all, I want you to buy a copy of the required textbook from the McNichols Campus. If you do not have time to buy the book from our bookstore or if the bookstore runs out of the book, then I suggest you buy it on-line. 

Because you will have open-note tests, you do not need to memorize anything. However, it is important for you to study Chapters 1, 2, 3, and 5 carefully before the class begins. Both of your exams will consist of essay questions and problems. The essay portion of your exams will be the open-note test, but you will be allowed to use your notes only (notes prepared by yourself). The problem portion of your exams will be open everything, including the textbook, but no copies of any material, including my lecture notes, will be allowed.  While each reader of the book may use it in the manner most comfortable for the individual, the following approach will generally help the reader to master the material:

1.
Read the text of the chapter.

2.
Read the Summary of the chapter.

3.
Study the key terms and concepts highlighted in bold type. The Study Guide on disk in the back of the text consolidates all key terms and concepts with definitions at the end of the chapter.

4.
Rework any numerical examples provided in the chapter.

5.
Read my lecture notes for the chapter.  

6.
Prepare your own notes using my lecture notes and the textbook.

In the meantime, if you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at my email address: kimsuk@udmercy.edu or leave your messages in my voice mail at (313) 993-1264.  I will see you on Friday, April 15, 2005. If you have really important questions in a hurry, please give me a call at my home: (734) 420-3426. 

Suk Kim

